













of the Town Officers
OF
GILMANTON, N. H.



















RICHARD PRICE RICHARD SMALL
C. ROLAND OSBORNE
Health Officers
FLORENCE BORDEAU and SELECTMEN
Police Officers
FRANK 0. DOWST, Chief ROLAND C. HAWKINS
Trustees of Trust Funds
FRED L. THOMPSON JOHN A. GEDDES
GEORGE B. ROBERTS
Board of Education
WILLIAM E. DUNN WILLIAM B. WILKENS
OLIVE BRETT BESSE
Road Agents
EARLE C. CLIFFORD HARRY G. FORSYTH
Auditors
RICHARD L. SMALL C. ROLAND OSBORNE
Trustees of Libraries
RUTH POTTER, 1957 RUTH M. STEENSTRA, 1958
EMMA W. PRICE, 1959
Fire Wardens
RICHARD PRICE, Warden Belmont 2152
FRED C. BUCCIARELLI, Deputy Belmont 2011
ROGER WEBSTER, Deputy Belmont 2156
HAROLD T. MITCHELL, Deputy Belmont 2453
RICHARD L. SMALL, Deputy Belmont 2291
CHRISTOPHER ROBERTSON, Deputy Laconia 133-M3
FRED CARLSON, JR., Deputy Pittsfield
Civil Defense
RICHARD L. SMALL, Director
Budget Committee
Term Expires 1957
CHARLES LITTLE CHARLES KELLY
RICHARD L. SMALL WM. ROBERTSON
Term Expires 1958
HARRY W. BESSE EVERETT CROSCUP
C. ROLAND OSBORNE GEORGE NELSON
Term Expires 1959
JOHN GEDDES AUSTIN BARLOW
HARRY CHAMBERLAIN LAWRENCE SCOVILL
Selectmens' Letter
A Record of Important and Significant Town Administrative
Actions 1955 and 1956
It has been suggested that the Board of Selectmen pre-
pare and submit a letter to serve as their report to be included
in the annual Town Report. In doing that, we do not think it
necessary to refer particularly to the routine actions of the
office and the duties which must be discharged regularly.
Rather, we think, the report should comprise a list of more
or less important and significant things that took place in
the Town's administration during the period covered to com-
plete a record for future reference and use. At present some
actions do not get recorded officially as they are completed.
To make such records continuous and useful, we suggest






Three-quarters flowage rights at Loon Pond purchased.
The Town owns full rights now.
Police activities. Policies established. Auto markers,
lights, blinker, siren for car purchased.
Arrangements made for handling cases in Alton court,
now Belmont.
Land and building at Corner purchased for Town garage
and lot.
Loon Pond road and beach surveyed.
Social Security program established for Town employees.
Weekly reports of road agents' activities for reference
now being made.
Surplus food program for needy established.
Loon Pond hearings and activities with Town attorney.
July 1955
Report by State Highway Department that they could
not start Old Stage Highway work until spring of 1956.
Old Alton Bay road bridge rebuilt to culvert, ten 4-foot
sections and Hatch bridge, five 4-foot sections.
August 1955
At the request of the road agents, started handling road
work pay rolls, paying workmen by individual checks.
Selectmen began to hold meetings weekly.
Asphalt paved part of old Belmont road.
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September 1955
Three town commissioners appointed by Superior Court
to accept bail. Harold Mitchell, Minnie Edgerly and Roland
Osborn.
Beech Grove cemetery road at Corner repaired.
November 1955
Well drilled at Town Hall for use at Town Hall and for
residents as needed.
Town garage, 36 feet by 36 feet, at Iron Works built.
Land acquired at no cost to Town.
Set of Revised N. H. Law books, 1955 edition, purchased.
December 1955
Adjustment of wages of road agents and workers.
1956
Study and assessment of Sawyer Lake project.
Used Ford tractor with new shovel attachment and bush
cutting attachment purchased with Reserve Funds.
May 1956
Town Hall plumbing installed.
Land for Town Dump at Corner purchased and made
ready for use.
June 1956
Work started on Old Stage highway.
Under Civil Defense program, four radio phones pur-
chased to provide emergency communication under both nor-
mal and unexpected conditions of operation.
Several Class V roads asphalt sealed.
Six jack posts installed under Town Hall floor.
August 1956
Ordinance made limiting speed of Class V Town roads.
Cedar posts purchased for town road use.
Two new replacement septic tanks and dry wells ordered
to be placed by home owners at Loon Pond. Now installed.
Three volumes of Town Reports bound, covering years
1920 tol950. Have bound Annual Reports now for period of
1865 to 1950.
Several abandoned cemeteries cleared. This program to
be continued.
One mile of salt road prepared for experimental purposes
between Loon Pond outlet and Griffin's Corner.
October 1956
Old Stage Road work completed for this year. Releases
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obtained from property owners, highway laid out, bushes
cut, road cut through, culverts installed and some gravel laid.
Some culverts removed for Old Stage road construction
used for regular repairs by road agents.
New 500 foot strip of road completed at Poverty Corner
to Route 140.
Fire extinguishers purchased and installed at Town Hall.
Loon Pond outlet dam nearly completed.
Two hundred iron posts purchased at reduced price for
road work.
Sargent Road bridge repaired.
New plow wing purchased for East District.
Petitions for laying out Loon Pond Beach playground
secured for use of Town Attorney. This property still under
litigation.
Three major road changes made which will make for






State of New Hampshire
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Gilmanton in the
County of Belknap in said State, qualified to vote in Town
affairs
:
You are hereby notified to meet at Town Hall in said
Gilmanton on Tuesday, the 12th day of March, next at nine
of the clock in the forenoon, to act upon the following
subjects:
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the ensuing
year.
2. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to
defray Town charges for the ensuing year and make
appropriations of the same ($18,125.00)*
3. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen
to incur debts for Temporary Loans in anticipation of
taxes.
4. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of eleven hundred dollars ($1,100.00) for Civil De-
fense Organization for the ensuing year, with full real-
ization that should a major emergency be created, more
money will have to be used for said purpose.*
5. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500.00) for
the maintenance of the Corner Fire Department.
($1,500.00)*
6. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of one thousand two hundred dollars ($1,200.00)
for the maintenance of the Iron Works Fire Department.
($1,200.00)*
7. By Petition: To see if the Town will vote to authorize
the purchase of a Fire Truck by, and for, the Peaked Hill
Fire Dept., and raise and to appropriate the sum of
$10,000.00 for the purchase of same ; one thousand dollars
to be raised this year and the balance to be raised on
Long Term Notes payable in five years. ($10,000.00
Submitted without Recommendation of Budget Com-
mittee.)
8. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of two hundred dollars ($200.00) to cooperate with
the State in control of White Pine Blister Rust. ($200.00) *
9. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of three hundred dollars ($300.00) for the support
of Town Libraries. ($300.00) *
10. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of fifty dollars ($50.00) for the observance of
Memorial Day. ($50.00) *
11. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of sixty-five hundred dollars ($6,500.00) for Sum-
mer Maintenance. ($6,500.00) *
12. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) for the sealing of
asphalt topped Class V Roads. ($1,000.00)*
13. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of seven thousand dollars ($7,000.00) for Winter
Maintenance. ($7,000.00)*
14. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of twenty-five hundred dollars to cover the deficit
of Winter Maintenance. (2,500.00)*
15. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of four thousand dollars (4,000.00) for the payment
of long term notes. (4,000.00) *
16. To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of nine hundred twenty-four dollars and twenty-
three cents for Town Road Aid. ($924.23) *
17. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of one hundred dollars (100.00) towards the support
of the Wolfeboro Hospital. ($100.00) *
18. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of one hundred dollars towards the support of the
Laconia Hospital. ($100.00) *
19. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of one hundred and fifty dollars ($150.00) for the
care of Cemeteries. ($150.00)*
20. By Petition: To see if the Town will vote to authorize
the Selectmen to raise by bond $50,000.00 to complete the
State Coach Road in the year 1957. This bond to be
repaid by T. R. A. Funds. ($50,000.00)*
21. Request by the State: To see if the Town will vote to
establish a Planning Board of five (or seven) members
with duties as set forth in Sections 1-15, Chapter 36,
N. H. Revised Statutes Annotated, 1955, to make a study
of the Town's development. The Board members shall
consist of one Selectman and four (or six) other citizens
appointed by the Selectmen, as provided in Chapter 36,
N. H. Revised Statutes Annotated, 1955.
22. Shall the provisions of Chapter 171-A of the Revised
Laws relative to playing games of Beano be adopted in
this Town.
23. To transact any other business that may legally come
before said meeting.
*Amounts approved by Budget Committee.
Given under our hand and seal, this 16th day of February,











Minutes of Town Meeting
March 13, 1956
Meeting called to order by the Moderator at 9:50 a. m.
Warrant read by the Moderator. Ballot Box shown to voters.
Ballots unsealed by the clerk and given to Ballot Inspectors
for counting.






Voted to close the polls at 8:00 p. m.
Art. 2 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $17,725.00
to defray Town charges for the ensuing year.
Art. 3 Voted to authorize the Selectmen to incur debts for
Temporary Loans in anticipation of taxes.
Art. 4 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,500.00
for the maintenance of the Corner Fire Department.
J.rt. 5 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,500.00
for the maintenance of the Iron Works Fire Department.
A rt. G Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $200.00
to cooperate with the State in control of White Pine Blister
Rust.
t. 7 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $300.00
for the support of Town Libraries.
Art. 8 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $50.00
tor the observance of Memorial Day.
Ait. 9 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $6,500.00
tor Summer Maintenance.
Art. 10 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $7,000.00
Jfor Winter Maintenance.
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Art. 11 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $3,000.00
for the payment of Long Term Notes.
Art. 12 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $400.00
for the maintenance of the Civil Defense Organization for
the ensuing year, with the full realization that should a
major emergency be created, more money will have to be
used for said purpose.
Art. 13 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $926.74
for Town Road Aid, and it was voted that the Selectmen
be instructed that it is the wish of this town meeting that
they enter into an arrangement with the State Department
of Highways under which the town pledges the funds for
T.R.A., which may be available over the next five years,
for the exclusive purpose of contributing to the construc-
tion of a highway between 107 and 140 known as the Stage
Coach Road.
Art. 14 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $100.00
toward the support of the Wolfeboro Hospital.
Art. 15 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $100.00
toward the support of the Laconia Hospital.
Art. 16 Voted to change that part of Article ==16 passed at
Town Meeting March 8, 1955 authorizing the Selectmen
to raise $7,000.00 for payment on Austin Western Grader,
by changing the sum of $7,000.00 to $4,000.00
Art. 17 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $500.00
toward the purchase of the Austin-Western Grader.
Art. 18 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $150.00
for the care of Cemeteries.
Art. 19 Voted to raise and appropriate a sum, not to exceed
$1,200.00 to build a new road from Poverty Corner to Route
140, and that the other two parts of the road be closed.
Art. 20 Voted to approve the action of the Selectmen in their
claims that the Highway Layout of Loon Pond road made
by the Selectmen of Gilmanton and approved by the Town
of Gilmanton and dated 1815 and substantiated by recent
survey, is authentic and that the Town of Gilmanton is the
rightful owner now of all lands inclosed in said layout.
Art. 21 Voted to discontinue as highway that part of the
lands included in the Loon Pond highway layout of 181 5,
which is in excess of a three rod wide highway as deter-
mined from the center line of the road, as traveled at she
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present time, and to convert said excess lands to Town
Recreational purposes, to be used as Town Bathing Beach
and Town Park, and to be restricted to residents and sum-
mer residents and their guests, and to authorize the Se-
lectemen to have suitable boundarv monuments erected.
Vote: Yes, 80 " No, 39
Art. 22 Voted to authorize the Selectmen to issue leases,
upon payment of one dollar ($1.00), to owners of buildings
presently located on the lands designated for recreational
purposes, said leases to include the lands upon which build-
ings stand and rights of way as determined by the Select-
men, these regulations to be binding only for the period of
one year, the duration of the leases to be for one year.
Art. 23 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of twelve
hundred dollars ($1,200.00) to erect a memorial to the
Veterans of World War II and the Korean Conflict. The
memorial to consist of two bronze plaques, mounted on a
block of granite similar to the memorial to Civil War and
World War I Veterans at Smith Meeting House. This
memorial to be erected on the Smith Meeting House
grounds.
Art. 24 Not adopted.
Art. 25 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,000.00
to purchase flowage rights of Crystal Lake and deed the
same rights to the State for the sum of one dollar. The
State to build and keep in repair and maintain Crystal
Lake dam.
Art. 26 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $200.00
for the repair of Loon Pond dam.
Art. 27 Voted to indefinitely postpone this article.
Vote: Yes, 119 No, 47
Art. 28 This article was defeated.
Art. 29 No vote on this article as the Beano vote was on the
ballot.
Art. 30 Voted that the Moderator shall not be obliged to
recognize anyone who will not be in evidence at Town
Meeting.
Polls closed at 8:00 p. m. Result of balloting announced





For the Town of Gilmanton, New Hampshire
Estimates of Revenue & Expenditures for the Ensuing Year
January 1, 1957 to December 31, 1957
Compared with
Estimated and Actual Revenue, Appropriations and Expendi-




SOURCES OF REVENUE Yr. 1956 Yr. 1956 Yr. 1957
From State:
Interest and Dividends Tax
Reimbursement a/c State and
Federal forest lands
For Fighting Forest Fires
Reimb. a/c Old Age Assistance
From Local Sources Except Taxes.
831.29
From Dog Licenses 275.00
Bus. Licenses, Permits & Filing Fees
Rent of Town Hall & Other Bldgs. 40.00
Int. Received on Taxes & Deposits 478.35
Income from Trust Funds 380.00
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees 3,500.00
Sale of Town Property
1,741.83
Appro- Actual Approp.
priations Exp'itures Rec'm'di by
Prev. Yr. Prev. Yr. Bud. Comm.





Cemeteries 150.00 123.00 150.00
Unclassified:
Damages & Legal Expenses,
incl. Dog Damage 500.00 699.77 1,000.00
Employees' Ret. & Soc. Sec. 150.00 283.22 300.00
Interest:
On Temporary Loans 300.00 210.00 300.00
On Long Term Notes 350.00 437.29 450.00








Cash on Hand Dec. 31, 1956 $ 3,206.97
Capital Reserve Fund:
Crystal Lake Dam 2,000.00
Loon Pond Dam 200.00
Veterans Memorial 1,200.00
Taxes Uncollected, Levy of 1956 27,383.85
Yield Taxes, Uncollected 1956 1,107.16
Yield Taxes, Uncollected 1954 262.00
Yield Taxes, Uncollected 1953 66.75
Unredeemed Taxes, Levy 1955 1,274.79
Unredeemed Taxes, Lew 1954 1,027.18
Uncollected Head Taxes 1956 595.00
Total Assets
Statement of Bonded Debt
TOWN OF GILMANTON
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1956
Highway Const.
3 Serial Notes 1V2% Indebtedness Bonds Grader Bonds
| Original Amount 2%% 2 Vi%
~ $13 000 00
Original Amount Original Amount
| Iron Wk's. to Corner
$21,000.00 $4,000.00
1957 $1,000.00 $2,000.00 $1,000.00
1958 1,000.00 2,000.00 1,000.00
1959 1,000.00 2,000.00 1,000.00































Schedule of Town Property
Town Hall, Land and Building
Report of Town Clerk
I hereby submit my report for the year ending December
31, 1956.
Dog Licenses:
8 Licenses Paid (1955) $ 23.00
116 Dogs Listed 1956
3 Dogs Dead or Gone
28 Licenses Unpaid
85 Licenses Paid 1956 218.00
Report of Tax Collector





















Balance on Hand January 1, 1956 $14,225.72
From Fred L. Thompson, Trustee:
Interest from Robinson Fund 380.00
From Selectmen
Sale of Scrap Iron
Amos R. Price, Collector :
National Bank Stock 8.00
1956 Property Tax 65,954.93
1956 Property Tax, Added 23.60
1956 Poll Taxes 542.00
1956 Poll Taxes, Added 6.00
1956 Head Tax 1,660.00
1956 Head Tax, Added 40.00
1956 Interest 2.61
1955 Property Tax 23,865.83
1955 Interest 406.29
1955 Polls 168.00
1955 Added Polls 22.00
1955 Head Tax 515.00
1955 Head Tax, Added 97.00
1955 Penalties, Head Tax 51.50
1955 Penalties Added 7.00
1953 Tax Redeemed 335.70
1953 Int. on Tax Redeemed 46.48
1954 Tax Redeemed 177.89
1954 Int. on Tax Redeemed 15.76
1955 Tax Redeemed 1,056.66
1955 Int. on Tax Redeemed 4.83
1955 Head Tax Redeemed 7.50
1955 & 1956 Timber Yield Tax 1,858.27
Farmington Nat'l Bank 25,000.00
Checks Not Cashed
—
#7286 - 7712 - 6862 - 7256 20.74












1. Salaries of Town Officers $ 3,632.94
2. Expenses of Town Officers 1,588.14
3. Election & Registration 609.75
4. Town Hall 1,109.55
$ 6,939.38




7. Blister Rust 200.00
8. Insurance 746.42
9. Civil Defense 905.54
5,088.85
Health and Sanitation:
10. Crystal Lake & Loon Pond Dams 2,200.00
11. Hospitals 200.00






15. General Expense 4,939.05
$23,085.14
Libraries:
16. 1956 Appropriation $ 380.00
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Public Welfare:















23. Legal Expenses & Dog Damage 699.77
24. Taxes Bought by Town 2,429.53
25. Tax Refund 182.00





27. Interest $ 647.29




32. Temporary Loans 25,000.00
33. Long Term Notes 3,000.00
$28,000.00
Payments to Other Governmental Divisions:





Cash on Hand December 31, 1956 3,206.94
Grand Total $151,851.75
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Detailed Statement of Payments
Detail #1—Town Officers' Salaries
Harold T. Mitchell
Sears, Roebuck & Co.
S. M. Spencer Mfg. Co.
Hobbs & Warren








Frank 0. Dowst 58.30
Rollancl C. Hawkins 73.10
Louis Beckley 2.75
Carl Jahnle 4.40





Hilary Jefferson, Treas. 1,000.00





Morton Young, Treas. 1,500.00
$ 3,068.44
Detail #7—Blister Rust


































































































Atherton Farm Equipment Co. 18.70
Milo F. Bacon 213.75
Bucklin Tractor Co. 909.38
Harry Bowdoin 371.79
Caselini-Venable Corp. 111.87
E. T. Chamberlain 42.55
Joseph Clairmont 60.48
Earle C. Clifford 10.64
Corner Store 22.30
Frank O. Dowst 2.20
Diamond Match Co. 75.00
Director of Internal Revenue 1.70
H. Drolet 25.76
Farm Implement, Inc. .50
Janet Fellows 33.10
Gardner Fuel Service 29.00
Hillsgrove Oil Co. 98.84
Hopkins & Barlow 41.18
W. Merle Hillsgrove 5.00
Laconia Welding Co. 43.00
James McGrath 5.00
Meredith Grain Store 57.00
Merrimack Farmers' Exchange 33.76
Nelson's Auto Service 208.82
State of New Hampshire 617.28





Ray Road Equipment 78.66
Reeds' Oil Service 257.99
Sanel Auto Parts, Inc. 9.66
Scott Machinery, Inc. 831.74
Socony Mobile Oil Co. 136.38
George E. Stafford Sons 5.75
Taylors' Store 6.81
Tabor Stamp Works 12.76
Tilton Sand & Gravel 131.80
Thompson & Hoague 17.80







Ruth Potter, Trustee (1955 Bal. $80.) 160.00
Emma Price, Trustee 120.00
Ruth Steenstra, Trustee 100.00
$ 380.00
Detail #17—Old Age Assistance
State of New Hampshire $ 3,235.31
Datail #18—Town Poor
Belknap County Treasurer 259.47
Junior Brown 71.00
Goodwin Paper Co. 7.31
Hitchcock Clinic (Ruth Bickford) 153.00
Mary Hitchcock Memorial
Hospital (Ruth Bickford) 688.20
Laconia Hospital 32.75
Howard G. Langley (Sal. & Ex.) 57.88




Roger Webster, Treas. 50.00




Gardner Fuel Service $ 29.00
Detail #21—Cemeteries
Wendell Beck
Detail #27—Town Road Aid
State of New Hampshire $ 437.50
Detail #28—Duncan Fund
H.H.McGuire Co.
State of N. H., County Tax 3,969,06




Florence Bordeau, Treas. 434.39




Treas., Bal. 1956 Appro. 25,953.25
Florence M. Durgin,
Treas., Appro, in part 1956-57 28,000.00
$53,953.25
Grand Total $148,644.81
Report of the Trust Funds
of the Town of Gilmanton, N. H.
For the Year Ending December 31, 1956
= > » 8 8 8©.QO £ Qs ^ ^ fc, Qq
/. Isaiah Robinson $9,500.00 $ $380.00 $380.00 $
II. Smith Meeting House Cemetery
1902 Lawrence Folsom
1903 Theophilus Gilman
1905 John K. Dudley
1905 Joseph Boynton
1906 Jonathan P. Hall
1908 John B. Batchelder
1908 John Grant
1910 Jonathan Brown







1922 Fritz Irving Gale
1923 Albert W. Hill
1923 Alfred Prescott




1927 James C. Ham
1927 Proctor-Potter
1927 Titus S. Dudley
1927 Walter S. Green




1932 A. G. Neal, Swain Lot
1933 James C. Cogswell
1933 George S. Stockbridge






1942 Alba Chase Straw
1944 Oscar E. Aiken
1946 Edna A. Goodwin
1946 William R. Gilman
1946 George L. Palmer
1946 Lila B. Robinson
1947 Wille B. Clough
1948 Albert F. Page
1948 Nathaniel Page
1948 Asa & Eliza Page
1949 John Ham
1950 John Marshall
1950 Roy E. Edgerly
1952 Stephen Piper
1952 Ernest H. Goodwin




Name of Stock Oh ^
CO
58 American Tel. & Tel. Co.
28 Boston Edison Co.
33 Chase-Manhattan Bank
20 Chesapeake & Ohio R.R. Co. 3.50% pfd. Conv.
37 Consumers' Power Co.
50 Duquesne Light Co.
20 First National Stores
20 Guaranty Trust Co.
20 Manufacturers Trust Co.
50 Merchants Fire Assurance Co.
40 Montgomery-Ward Co.
27 N. H. Fire Insurance Co.
20 Ohio Edison 3.90 (:A pfd.
20 Rochester Gas & Light Co.
100 U. S. Fire Insurance Co.
$8300 U. S. Savings Bonds due July 1957
Laconia Savings Bank Acct., Income & Gen.
Capital Reserve Fund, Bal. on Hand Jan. 22, 1957
Town of Gilmanton General Reserve
Dec. 31, 1954, Balance on Hand
Expenditures During 1955-56




We hereby certify that we have made an examination
of the books and records of the Selectmen, Treasurer, Col-
lector of Taxes, Town Clerk, Road Agents and Trustees of
Trust Funds, for the year ending Dec. 31, 1956. That in our
opinion the accompanying statements of the Town Officers
set forth the financial condition of the Town of Gilmanton









Gilmanton Iron Works Library
Receipts




Cash on Hand January 1, 1956 $ 39.99
1955 Appropriation (rec. March '56) 80.00





Postage and Money Order Fees
Total Payments






Gilmanton Iron Works Precinct
Receipts





White Mountain Power Co. $408.00
Officers' Salaries 20.00
Winding Clock, Frank Dowst 12^00
Painting Clock, (Gen.) R. L. Cate 60.00
Miscellaneous (Gen.) 2.20
Total Payments $502.20




Gilmanton Hills Fire Department



















Peaked Hill Fire Department
January 1, 1956 to August 4, 1956
Income and Balances:
Balance All Banks Dec. 31, 1955
Annual Report
Gilmanton Corner, New Hampshire
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August 21 to December 31, 1956
Income and Balances:
Balances All Banks Aug. 21,
Petty Cash on Hand Aug. 21,
Receipts From All Sources
This past year was an extremely good one, considering
the small number of fires in the Town. The Department
answered
:
1 building fire, 2 trucks, 9 men, 2 :20 each—total 20l/2 hours.
1 brush fire, 2 trucks, 18 men, 1:00 each—total 18 hours.
1 Mutual Aid call, 2 trucks, 14 men, 2 :30 each—total 35 hours.
A total of 73 hours and 30 minutes.
Work has progressed steadily at the Station and a stove
has been installed upstairs for convenience in cooking. _ Storm
windows were purchased and put on the downstairs windows.
The gas supply has been transferred to one large tank, which
will afford a considerable saving over a period of time. Mr.
Earl Clifford has filled and graded a parking area adjacent to
the Station so that it will no longer be necessary for members
to park their cars on the highway.
During the past winter your Secretary put on a series
of five movies, on fire prevention, at the local school. Chief
Clark and State Fire Marshal A. Robinson said a few words
at the opening movie. After the last movie, the series wound
up with a "live show" by Mr. Wagnes, of the Laconia High
School, on the "Chemistry of Fire."
The balance of $800.00 of a $1000.00 Bank Loan on our
Station was paid off this year. 300 feet of new 2V* inch hose
was purchased and put on the trucks. Many smaller items
have been purchased in an effort to bring our trucks up to
Underwriter's minimum standards in equipment, even though
the trucks themselves are far below minimum standards.
Fourteen new firemen's coats were purchased, including
one white one for the Chief. These coats will be kept on the
trucks at all times to be available to men who answer calls.
Chief Clark has been granted permission to carry the Chief's
coat in his car, along with a siren and fire extinguishers.
The membership is at present engaged in canvassing the
town, making charts of each home showing outside sources of
all water. This information will be consolidated into note
' books, one for each truck, to be used in an emergency.
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The Sirens are continuing to do their usual good work
for the Department. During the past year they have paid
for one of the Red Network phones and purchased all of the
lumber and hardware for the kitchen cabinet that Chief
Clark, Asst. Chief Barlow, Pres. Osier, H. Bowdoin and John
Guard built and installed at the Station. Neither of the two
clambakes, so successfully put on last summer, could have
been brought to fruition without their help. Probably one of
their least publicized achievement is their well organized plan
to swing into instant action at bad weather fires, to attend
and help the men with hot drinks and food.
H. JEFFERSON
58
Report of District Fire Chief
Your Town Dump
Use it freely Care for it
Your town dump has been set up for your personal con-
venience. It provides a suitable place where you can dispose
of the large amounts of dangerous, inflammable waste ma-
terial and other useless items which accumulate around your
household and local stores, brush, etc., cut on your property.
The town dump has become a valuable and indispensable
asset in modern community life.
The most successful town dumps are supervised—regular
days provided for their use and inflammable material con-
sistently burned. The town dump which receives no atten-
tion, where waste material is scattered about without super-
vision of any description, soon becomes a community menace
and a liability rather than an asset.
Many people still burn debris around their homes. A
large number of such fires get out of control causing un-
necessary damage and expense to the burner. Why burn at
home? Make use of your town dump and eliminate the
hazard of burning. It will be easier for you—personally and
financially.
If, however, you burn on your premises
1. Secure a permit from your local forest fire warden
—
the law requires it, The warden won't refuse you if
conditions are safe.
2. Be sure to properly supervise your burning. Don't
leave it.
3. Make certain your fire is DEAD OUT before leaving it.
Save yourself much possible difficulty
Use your dump freely Help keep it safe
Number of local fires 1
Number of acres burned 1/5




Smith Meeting House Cemetery
Receipts
Cash on Hand Jan. 1, 1956 $ 25.44
June 2 From Fred L. Thompson, Trustee
Interest $125.00
June 9 John S. Page, Care of Girard, Ford
Chamberlain Lots 12.00
July 24 F. L. Thompson, Interest 213.28




June 9 John S. Page, cemetery work 26.00
June 21 Filing Fee 5.00
June 21 John S. Page, cemetery work 36.00
July 10 Frank J. Page, June Payroll #2 20.00
Aug. 23 Frank J. Page 29.00
Aug. 29 Charles G. Kelley, mowing 42.00
Oct. 17 John S. Page 47.50
205.50
Dec. 31, 1956 Balance on Hand $174.22
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White Pine Blister Rust Control
Financial Statement






Recently I replaced Mrs. Carter as the state nurse for
Belknap County. Therefore it is impossible for me to supply
you with a complete report of all the health work done in
Gilmanton by Mrs. Carter during the past year for your
Annual Report. I am able to give information regarding the
polio clinic which was held in Gilmanton last year on the 9th
of April.
Salk Vaccine Clinic:






VIRGINIA COMSTOCK, R. N.
Public Health Nurse
State Department of Health
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Civil Defense Annual Report
GILMANTON, N. H.
19 5 6
The organization and development of Civil Defense mat-
ters have moved along rather rapidly during this past year,
1956. New developments have taken place, new procedures
have been adopted, additional records set up, additional per-
sonnel appointed, and the requirements and recommendations
of the State and .Federal Governments have become more
varied and complex.
A part of this is shown by the details of the Civil Defense
Article in the Town Warrant. We are, for instance, asking
for a certain amount of money to buy government surplus
property for disaster and emergency purposes. We pay just
ten per cent of the price of this material, plus transportation.
That is, for one dollar we get ten dollars worth of equipment
and material. This includes such items as blankets, cots,
stretchers, some fire equipment, cooking utensils and equip-
ment for large numbers of people, stoves, water heaters,
refugee supplies of all types, trailer pumps, even, in some
special cases, trucks, other heavy equipment, and electrical
equipment.
For this we have already qualified under the complicated
government requirements. These requirements or stand-
ards, for instance, include our local Air Raid Warning Sys-
tem, our permanent 24 four hour a day plane spotting service,
air raid sirens, a ten man mobile support unit for service in
adjoining disaster areas, our inventories of housing, public
buildings, transportation units, local and State certifications,
lists of personnel, and others.
Some forms of communication are to be provided by the
government, and others recommended, these last being listed
in the Town Warrant. One of the most vital factors in dis-
aster or emergency is the assurance of uninterrupted com-
munication lines : necessarily, this includes phones, radios,
mobile radio-phones, stationary radio-phones, units large and
small, and on a number of wave lengths or "bands." At the
moment, our only band is the forestry-fire band, now in two
fire trucks and two Civil Defense cars.
Other rescue and survival equipment is necessary. Some
of this can be obtained under the government surplus pro-
perty arrangement described above. For other special items
recommended by the government (such as a portable gener-
ator) "matching funds" are available. Matching funds,
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as almost everyone knows, are the funds with which the
government will match the sums appropriated by the Town.
The four mobile radios bought two years ago were paid for
one half by the Federal Government and one half by the
Town. Since that time, a fifth mobile radio has been bought
with these same matching funds for the town Fire Warden's
ear. A sixth is being requested for Lower Gilmanton, which
is not now covered by our only radio band.
The various communications systems may also be tied
in with the Civil Air Patrol, through aerial installations at
the GOC station on Frisky Hill.
Gilmanton has been designated as a "support area" of
the major targets of Manchester and Concord. Refugees
will be sent us from these cities. Refugees will also be sent
us from other military targets nearby, the importance of
which is evident to everybody.
Overall "Survival Plans" are nearing completion for
the State of New Hampshire. For these survival plans, all
and more of our equipment, our people, our plans, and our
efforts will be essential.
RICHARD L. SMALL







FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR ENDING
JUNE 30, 1956

Report of the School District









AUSTIN C. BARLOW HOWARD B. OSLER
School Board
OLIVE BRETT BESSE Term Expires 1959
WILLIAM B. WILKINS Term Expires 1958
WILLIAM E. DUNN, Chm. Term Expires 1957
School Nurse
MARJORIE L. WHEELER Tel. Belmont 3652
Superintendent
GORDON L. FOX
36 Chestnut St., Tilton Tel. Tilton 207
Regular meeting School Board third Tuesday
of each month at 7:30 p. m.
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School District Meeting
Gilmanton Corner — March 6, 1956
Pursuant to the above warrant a meeting of the School
District was held at the time and place within mentioned.
The meeting was called to order by the Moderator, Howard
Osier and warrant read by same.
1. It was voted that the Clerk cast one ballot for Howard
Osier for Moderator. Mr. Osier having the majority of
votes cast was declared elected Moderator for the en-
suing year.
2. It was voted that the Moderator cast one ballot for Mrs.
Bordeau for Clerk. Florence Bordeau having majority
of votes cast was declared elected Clerk for the ensuing
year.
3. It was voted that the Clerk cast one vote for Olive Brett
Besse as member of the School Board for three years,
and Olive Brett Besse having a majority of all votes cast
was declared elected member of the School Board for
three years.
4. It was voted that the Clerk cast one ballot for Florence
Durgin for Treasurer, and Florence Durgin having a
majority of votes cast was declared elected Treasurer
for the ensuing year.
5. Voted that the salaries of the district officers shall be as
follows—three school board members at Fifty (50.00)
Dollars each, School Treasurer Fiftv (50.00) Dollars,
Clerk Five (5.00) Dollars, two Auditors at Five (5.00)
each, and that a total of Two Hundred Fifteen (215.00)
Dollars be appropriated for these salaries.
6. Since all reports of auditors, agents, committees and
officers are in the Town Report, none were read.
7. Howard Osier and Austin Barlow were declared elected
Auditors for the ensuing year.
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8. Voted that the District raise and appropriate for the
support of schools the sum of Fifty Two Thousand Seven
Hundred Five (52,705.32) Dollars Thirty Two Cents, for
the salaries of school district officers and agents, and for
the payment of statutory obligations of the District, and
to authorize the application against said appropriation
of such sums as are estimated to be received from the
State foundation aid fund together with other income,
the School Board to certify to the Selectmen the balance
between the estimated revenue and the appropriation,
which balance is to be raised by taxes by the town.
9. It was voted to authorize the School Board to make a
contract in accordance with Chap. 166 Laws of 1955,
with the School Board of Laconia to pay tuition for high
school pupils in excess of the State average cost per pupil
as estimated by the State Board of Education.
10. The following motion was made by Mr. Besse and sec-
onded by William Wilkens : That a committee be created
by the School District, consisting of a member of (and
designated by) the Board of Selectmen, a member of
(and designated by) the School Board, a member of the
Budget Committee and a representative citizen of each
of the three tax districts of the town ; these three to be
appointed by the Moderator of the School District and
at least one of whom shall be a woman. The Committee
shall be directed to study the present conditions pre-
vailing at the Corner School as regards the safety of
the pupils and teachers, and as regards the adequacy of
the housing facilities, present and prospective. If the
Committee determines the present facilities to be de-
ficient in either or both regards, it is authorized to em-
ploy competent assistance to determine whether or not
alterations to existing facilities or additions thereto will
rectify present short comings in the school plant ; and to
prepare estimates of the cost of such changes. To meet
probable expenses of the Committee it is further moved,
as part of this motion, that the sum of Three Hundred
Dollars be appropriated for their use in retaining a quali-
fied architect (or other technicians) and to defray the
cost of any sketches which may become part of the Com-
mittee report or for any other expenses of the Commit-
tee. The Committee shall be requested to report its
findings at a subsequent session of this present School
District Meeting on May 8, 1956. The above motion was
carried by a vote of 140, yes to 20, no.
11. It was voted to use the check list hereafter.
12. As there was no further business, the meeting was re-
cessed until May 8, 1956.
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Adjourned Meeting of School District
Corner School — May 8, 1956
The meeting was opened by the Clerk due to the absence
of the Moderator, Mr. Osier. Mr. Robertson was chosen to
serve as temporary Moderator for this meeting.
Mrs. Bordeau, Clerk, read the vote taken at the regular
meeting of March 6, 1956 which was Article #10 of the
warrant and for which this meeting was called. Two letters
were read by Mr. Wilkens, member of the School Board, from
Mr. Farnham and Mrs. Capron from the office of the State
Board of Education, relative to the Gilmanton Corner School.
Their letters referred to matters of insufficient space in
classrooms, dangerous water hole, possible flash fire and not
enough space for playground.
Mr. Jefferson, one of the Committee, reported that he
had Mr. Randlett, an architect from Laconia, down to look
over the buildings and make recommendations. Some of
these were: toilets for each grade, acoustical ceilings, new
lighting, new heating unit, basement cafeteria, and repainting
of interior. It was also reported that the State Fire Marshal
had looked over the building and could not condemn it.
As the committee did not feel that they had surveyed
this condition as thoroughly as they wanted the following
motion was made by Mr. Besse, and seconded by Mr. Wilkens
:
To adjourn this meeting until Tuesday, September 11, 1956
to enable the present committee, supplemented by the presi-
dents of each PTA, to undertake a complete study of and to
report the costs of all improvements required by the Corner
and Iron Works Schools. This motion was carried.
It was moved and carried that the United Nations Flag
now displayed in the auditorium be removed until such time




Adjourned Meeting of School District
Corner School — September 11, 1956
Meeting called to order by the Moderator, Mr. Osier.
Mrs. North was appointed Clerk, pro tern, for the meet-
ing due to absence of regular clerk.
Motion made by Everett Cochran and seconded by Mrs.
Besse, to postpone meeting until Tuesday evening, September




Adjourned Meeting of School District
September 18, 1956
Meeting called to order by the Moderator, Mr. Osier, and
Committee report read by Mr. Jefferson, Chairman. The
summary of costs totaled $10,200 broken down as follows:
Lighting $1,000 Heating $4,500
Insulation $400 Plumbing $500
Safety Exits $2,300 Classrooms $500
Painting $1,000
Report of committee accepted with thanks by the voters
present.
After discussion on the report it was voted that the
report be referred to the School Board for them to take proper
action in anticipation of presenting a figure to the budget
committee to carry out the work deemed necessary by the
School Board.
It was also suggested by Mr. Jessup that the heat rating
capacity of the furnace be obtained from a heating engineer





State of New Hampshire
To the Inhabitants of the School district in the town of
Gilmanton qualified to vote in district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said
district on the fifth day of March 1957, at 7:30 o'clock in the
afternoon, to act upon the following subjects:
1. To choose a Moderator for the coming year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a Member of the School Board for the ensuing
three years.
4. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year.
5. To determine and appoint the salaries of the School
Board and Truant Officer, and fix the compensation
of any other officers or agent of the district.
6. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees, or
Officers chosen, and pass any vote relating thereto.
7. To choose Agents, Auditors, and Committees in relation
to any subject embraced in this warrant.
8. To see what sum of money the district will raise and
appropriate for the support of schools, for the salaries
of school district officials and agents, and for the pay-
ment of statutory obligations of the district, and to
authorize the application against said appropriation of
such sums as are estimated to be received from the state
foundation aid fund together with other income; the
school board to certify to the selectmen the balance
between the estimated revenue and the appropriation,
which balance is to be raised by taxes by the town.
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9. To transact any other business which may legally come
before this meeting.
Given under our hands at said Gilmanton this seventh
day of February 1957.




A true copy of Warrant—Attest
:





School Budget for 1957-58
Administration—
1. Salaries of District Officers !
2. Supt.'s Salary (local share)
3. Tax for Statewide Supervision
4. Salaries of Other Admin. Pers.
5. Supplies & Expenses
Instruction—
6. Teachers' Salaries
7. Books & Instructional Aids
8. Scholars' Supplies
9. Salaries of Clerical Assistants
10. Supplies & Other Expenses
Operation of School Plant—
11. Salaries of Janitors
12. Fuel or Heat
13. Water, Light & Supplies
Maintenance of School Plants—
14. Repairs & Replacements 600.00 700.00 8,000.00
1955-56
Gilmanton School District
Financial Report to State Education Department
Submitted by Gilmanton School Board




1. Salaries of District Officers:
Austin Barlow
J. L. Hammet Co. 10.46
Howell Printing & Duplicating 18.75
Laconia National Bank 3.30
Melcher & Prescott Agency Ins. 5.00
Milton Bradley Co. 2.22
N. H. School Boards Association 10.00
A. H. Rice Company 3.78
Supervisory Union Treasurer 189.04
Town of Gilmanton 41.85
Emil Vassamillet 5.60
World Book Company 24^24
331.94
240.00
12. Fuel or Heat:
Alton Bottled Gas Company
15. Health Supervision:





















20. Insurance, Treas. Bonds & Expenses:
Kenneth Gilbert
Report of District Treasurer
For Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1956
Receipts






This is to certify that we have examined the books,
vouchers, bank statements and other financial records of the
Treasurer of the School District of Gilmanton of which the
above is a true summary for the fiscal year ending June 30,





Report of Superintendent of Schools
To the Members of the School Board, Parents and Voters:
Tuition Rates:
The tuition rates for the 1957-58 school year and the
number of pupils expected to attend are as follows
:
School No. Pupils Rate Total
Belmont High School 9 $330 $ 2,970.00
Laconia High School 16 350 5,600.00
Pittsfield High School 3 300 900.00
Grade 8 16 350 5,600.00
Total $15,070.00
This total under state law must be provided in the budget
and will be sufficient, provided additional high school pupils
do not move into Gilmanton.
Grade School Graduates
In June 1956, the following pupils completed the sched-
uled program for eight years of school.
Gilmanton Iron Works
Ralph Gordon Forsyth George Martin Nelson II
Robert Julius Sansouci Sandra Lee Twombly
Corner School
Anna Maria Bucciarelli Maxine Lois Riel
Barbara Pearl Gardner Richard Caleb Smith
Donald Frederick Hiltz Clifford Harmon Stockwell
Orease Nancy Joyce James Richard Twombly
Evelyn Theresa McAdams Wendy Elizabeth Wilkens
Richard John Olisky Dian Florence Willard
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School Calendar Supervisory Union #59
1957-58 School Year
BELMONT — CANTERBURY — GILFORD
GILMANTON — TILT0N-N0RTHFIELD
Teachers Art & Guidance Workshop, September 3-6, 1957
Schools open Monday, September 9, 1957
State Teachers' Convention, Manchester, N. H., October
17-18, 1957
Holiday, Monday, November 11, 1957, Veteran's Day
Thanksgiving Vacation - Schools close Wednesday, November
27, 1957, 12:05 Noon.
Schools reopen Monday, December 2, 1957
Christmas Vacation - Schools close Friday, December 20,
1957, 12:00 Noon.
Schools reopen Thursday, January 2, 1958
Winter Vacation - Schools close February 21, 1958
Schools reopen Monday, March 3, 1958
Spring Vacation - Schools close Friday, April 25, 1958
Schools reopen Monday, May 5, 1958
Holiday - Memorial Day, Friday, May 30, 1958
Schools close June 13, 1958 or earlier or later date to make a
total of 180 days.
Subject to Change by Local School Boards
This Calendar includes in vacation periods :
Labor Day, September 2, 1957
Thanksgiving Day, November 28, 1957
Christmas Day, December 25, 1957
New Year's Day, January 1, 1958
Washington's Birthday, February 22, 1958
Fast Day, April 28, 1958
Memorial Day, May 30, 1958
Actual Days of School Per Month:
September
School Enrollments
on January 15, 1957
Corner School
—
Mr. Thomas Makris, Principal
Tuition Pupils
Gilmanton Pupils Attending Schools in Other Towns













Concord High School—Tuition 1956-57 $340
Grade 9
Twombly, Sandra L.


































The Planning Committee gave a report at the adjourned
school district meeting concerning the possible remodeling
of the Corner School to gain adequate classroom space, pro-
vide a modern heating system, develop lighting facilities, and
improve the safety features. The members of the Committee
are commended for the complete study of the schools of the
town and the potential costs of improving the building
conditions.
The Gilmanton School Board proceeded from the present
budget, to improve the lighting facilities at very reasonable
cost. Plans were also made to provide a fire escape from the
old Academy Fund, to give additional safety to the children
housed in this wooden structure.
Salary Schedule :
The School Board adopted a salary schedule to assist in




2. New teachers would automatically place on their position
on the schedule according to their experience, with the
exception that no teacher would receive more than any
teacher on the present staff in the teacher's classification.
3. Salary increments would not be automatic. Increments
would be awarded by action of the School Board on the
recommendation of the Superintendent.
4. A teacher would change from one classification to an-
other after a degree or Master's degree had been award-
ed. Salary advances for credits toward the bachelor's
or Master's degree would not be awarded.
It will always be difficult to secure teachers to fill va-
cancies unless the school enrollment grows to the extent that
eight separate grades are needed.
Present School Division:
The Iron Works School has one teacher with two grades
and two teachers with three grades. The Corner School has
the same system of two teachers with three grades and one
with two grades. It is obvious that the four rooms with
three grades each receive only one-third of the usual time
for a straight grade and the two rooms with two grades each
receive only one-half the usual time devoted to a straight
grade.
School Board:
May I express my appreciation to Mr. William Dunn,
Chairman, Mrs. Olive Brett Besse and Mr. William B. Wilkens
for their excellent cooperation. They have met regularly to
consider the many problems of the schools and to seek the




May I express my appreciation to the Principals, teach-
ers, the' Parent-Teacher Association, the lunch supervisors,
the custodians, and the bus operators for their cooperation
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